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39. Notice of Motion relating to the Provision of Health Services in 
Pembrokeshire 
 
To consider the following Notice of Motion: 
 
That this Council seeks assurance from Hywel Dda Health 
Board that its future plans will not undermine the provision of 
safe and accessible services for Pembrokeshire residents, 
and that any proposal for the reconfiguration of services 
currently based within Pembrokeshire are the subject of a full 
and detailed presentation by senior representative(s) of the 
Health Board to a Seminar for all Members of Council 
followed by scrutiny undertaken by the Older Persons, Health 
and Well-being Overview and Scrutiny Committee. 
 
Councillor J L Adams

40. Notice of Motion relating to the Closure of Key Services at 
Withybush Hospital 
 
To consider the following Notice of Motion: 
 
That Pembrokeshire County Council urges the Hywel Dda Health 
Board to establish the Level 2 neonatal unit proposed for west 
Wales in Haverfordwest rather than Carmarthen for the following 
reasons: 
 
1. On 18 October 2012 Pembrokeshire County Council 
unanimously passed a motion opposing a proposal of the 
Health Board to close key services at Withybush Hospital, in 
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particular those of special baby care, paediatric high 
dependency, paediatric in-patient services and consultant 
led obstetric care. 
 
2. Notwithstanding the emphatic rejection of the proposal by 
the principal democratic body of the people of 
Pembrokeshire the Health Board, on 15 January 2013, 
made the decision to close the Special Care Baby Unit at 
Withybush Hospital. 
 
3. On 28 February 2013 Pembrokeshire County Council 
unanimously passed a motion vigorously opposing this 
decision maintaining that the closure of the Unit would: 
 

  (a) Put at risk the health and possibly the lives of babies 
  born in Pembrokeshire. 
  (b) Seriously disadvantage patients and families from 
  Pembrokeshire, particularly less advantaged families 
  and those from remote and rural areas by ignoring 
  the impact of travelling times contrary to 
  Recommendation 13 of the National Assembly Inquiry 
  into Neonatal Care, September 2012. 
  (c) Have the knock-on effect of rendering unviable the 
  provision of the supportive services of paediatric high 
  dependency and paediatric in-patient services 
  thereby putting children at increased risk of death and 
  disability. 
  (d) Limit consultant led obstetric care, initially to daytime 
  hours due to the lack of paediatric cover overnight, 
  leading ultimately to an isolated midwifery unit, thus 
  putting all pregnant women and their babies at 
  increased risk of death and disability. 
  (e) Have a knock-on effect on other specialities once 
  SCBU, Paediatrics and Obstetrics are lost 
  culminating in the loss of General Surgery (due to the 
  lack of Gynaecology cover) leading successively to



  the reduction in Anaesthetic cover, Intensive Care 
  and General Medicine, thereby reducing Withybush 
  Hospital in time to the status of a cottage hospital with 
  the inability to sustain an A&E Unit or to deal with 
  most life-threatening emergencies. 

 
4. Despite a further period of discussion between the 
Community Health Council and the Health Board, as 
requested by the Minister for Health, Mark Drakeford A.M., it 
appears that the Health Board has decided to proceed with 
its decision to close the SCBU in Withybush and create a 
Level 2 neonatal unit in Carmarthen. 
 
5. Pembrokeshire County Council insists that there is no 
justification for centralising services in Carmarthen without 
the population of Llanelli and district, which will wish to 
access its core services from the more accessible Level 3 
unit that is proposed for Morriston. Hywel Dda Health Board 
concedes that it will not prohibit this population from 
accessing Swansea services. 
 
6. Pembrokeshire County Council maintains that where time is 
critical for babies and expectant mothers a long journey to 
Carmarthen, often exacerbated by bad weather, high tourist 
traffic and accidents, will put at risk their health and lives. 
 
7. Pembrokeshire also maintains that the underpinning of key 
services at Withybush, particularly A&E, provided by the 
SCBU is vital to a remote population which has within its 
boundaries two oil refineries, two LNG plants, an oil storage 
depot, a gas fired power station, an oil port with intense 
tanker traffic, two cross channel ferry services, a military 
base and a considerable summer tourist population. 
 
Councillor D Lloyd 


